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Windsor Education Foundation Awards its First Round of Grants

The Windsor Education Foundation (WEF) has awarded mini-grants funding seven projects proposed by teachers in the Windsor Public Schools.  The grants are the first ever offered by the foundation, a nonprofit organization that was formed last year with the goal of supporting excellence in Windsor’s public schools.

All Windsor Public Schools teachers were eligible to apply for the grants.  The seven projects funded represent innovative approaches that show promise of furthering student achievement.  They include:

· A Sage Park Middle School project submitted by teacher Peggy Cass and Library Media Specialist Katrina Palazzolo to enhance the use of audiobooks in their programs in order to increase access to literature by all students.

· A project at Kennedy Elementary School initiated by teacher Julie Roebelen that will offer 4th- and 5th-grade students opportunities to learn about digital photography and use digital cameras to document school events and personal experiences and create public exhibits at the school based on their photographs.

· A grant to Rosemary Morante, Supervisor for Libraries and Technology, to support the publication and distribution of a family literacy booklet for parents of students entering pre-kindergarten through grade 3, as well as other agencies and day care providers.  The booklet is designed to promote early literacy and to strengthen relationships with families.

· An award to Betsy Lepak, Wolcott Family Resource Center Leader, and Laura Rumrill, kindergarten teacher, to create a kindergarten readiness DVD that will provide simple, practical ways that families can help children prepare for the challenges of academic learnings.

· “Turn  Around, Tune Up,” a hands-on summer project in which Sage Park and Windsor High School students will be introduced to the world of engineering, construct simple machines and robots, and work as a team to solve a technology challenge.  The project was submitted by Bruce Johnson, WHS science teacher.

· An award to Ellsworth teacher Maxine Pincott to help support “Camp Investigation Destination,” a summer camp for grades 3-5 that focuses on exploratory science.

· A project submitted by Sage Park teacher David Halbe and Student Support Specialist Jody Minotti that will provide motivational activities for students in the V.I.P. program, a positive behavior program aimed at encouraging and rewarding responsible and appropriate school behavior.

The foundation awarded a total of $7,850 this year and expects to offer the mini-grants every year.  Jane Garibay, President o f  the Windsor Education Foundation says “Windsor has great teachers and students, and our mission is to support and enhance an already good system by making it possible for teachers to implement good ideas in their schools and classrooms.”  
